[bookmark: _GoBack]Clifford Neighbourhood Plan steering group meeting
Clifford Community Centre, Tuesday 30th May 2017

Present: Christine Bates, Andrew Craven, Margaret Davies, Mark Hope-Jones, Chris Gooding (Data Orchard) 
Apologies: Egbert Smit, Jim Stoney 

1. The purpose of this initial meeting was to establish a steering group for Clifford’s Neighbourhood Plan. The NP is now a standing item on the parish council agenda. A grant has been secured from Locality which supports the initiation of the plan, a community consultation event and distribution and analysis of a questionnaire over approximately the next six months. 

2. The grant also covers the cost of expert support from Data Orchard (DO), a community interest company that has supported over 40 neighbourhood plans in Herefordshire including Cusop and Eardisley. 

3. Chris Gooding from DO presented the overview of the neighbourhood planning process with indicative timeline, milestones and outputs. The whole process is likely to take 18 months-2 years. Once accepted, the neighbourhood plan will have the same policy weight as the local authority’s core strategy. 

4. Herefordshire has more neighbourhood plans than any other county in the UK and Herefordshire Council will nominate an officer to support the steering group in its work. 

5. All minutes from the main steering group meetings will be posted on the Clifford Parish Council website (http://cliffordparishcouncil.co.uk/) and residents are welcome to attend the meetings either as participants or observers. Updates will also be published in The Link.  

6. The Terms of Reference for the Neighbourhood Plan group were agreed and officers nominated (Dave Prescott, chair; Mark Hope-Jones, secretary; Andrew Craven, finance officer). The TOR is attached. 

7. The date for the community consultation event at Clifford Community Centre was pencilled in for Sunday 16th July.  A group will meet to start planning this event on Tuesday 6th June at 12.30pm. 

8. The next meeting of the main steering group will take place sometime during the period Tuesday 20 – Thurs 22 June (final date tbc). 






